
acute articular rheumatism, chorea and malignant en¬

docarditis, and it would seem as if these organisms do
maintain an intimate relationship to the processes
usually spoken of as acute articular rheumatism.

BEHRING'S VIEWS ON TUBERCULOSIS.
Behring, who is a good authority on such questions

and whose opinion, therefore, carries weight, accepts
the view that everyone is slightly tuberculous, but this
by no means implies that everyone is or will be affected
with pulmonary phthisis. He thinks two things are

necessary to produce phthisis: a tuberculous focus and
bodily conditions favoring the development of the dis-
order. He regards the contagion of consumption in
adults with grave doubt, holding that it has not yet
been demonstrated. Therefore, the predisposition to
pulmonary infection is not in exposure to infection
which is shared by all more or less, but in the conditions
of life. The more probable cause is the awakening of
a latent focus into activity on account of defects of
nutrition or from impairment of health.
Leaving out of consideration for the present his

opinions as to the early infantile origin of pulmonary
phthisis, his views are in a measure somewhat com-

forting. These views should not encourage us to
neglect reasonable precautions for self-protection, but
they do oppose the pessimistic views held by some mod¬
ern alarmists. Bearing's opinions also have this in
their favor; they harmonize with the great decrease of
tuberculosis under better modern conditions of living
which implies that the bodily resistance, given a fair
chance, will throw off the disease. As we have often
said, it seems probable that in time consumption may
be a comparatively negligible affair and that tuberculous
infection of itself is not so much to be feared under ordi¬
nary hygienic conditions of life. It is only when rein¬
forced by other pathologic infections that it develops into
the disease so much dreaded. The possible, if not even
probable, hope of an immunizing serum against tuber¬
culosis is also to be considered. The results of Behring's
experiments on the lower animals, as well as the earlier
ones of Trudeau and De Schweinitz, are certainly en¬

couraging, and give us good reason to be hopeful for
the future.
While the profession is in a receptive mood for any¬

thing scientific and new in regard to tuberculosis, it is
not yet prepared to swear by the words of any master,
however high he may be in science or in medicine. The
result of Behring's utterances, therefore, will be to in¬
crease our caution as regards the infant acquirement
of tuberculosis and probably not to diminish it as re¬

gards its communicability to adults. One thing is cer¬

tain, however, and that is that bodily resistance to the
germ is an important thing. We must build up our

defense, while not neglecting active measures to prevent
the attacks from the outside. In any case it is well to
remember, considering the discrepancies of views held

by» some authorities whose opinions we can not but re¬
spect, that extreme radical opinions in regard to either
the dangers or comparative harmlessness of the tubercle
germ are out of place. We have to be somewhat selective
as regards our views, and it must be with judgment.
Another thing is that the evidence shows that the prob¬
lems of tuberculosis are not to be worked out at once.
We are yet in the transition period, and there is much
uncertainty before as well as behind us in regard to this
particular subject. The report of the British Tuber¬
culosis Commission will be anticipated with interest as
probably giving a judicial statement of our present ac¬
quisitions, if not more positive data, especially as re¬
gards the varying views .held as to the dangers of bovine
tuberculosis and the liabilities of the human species to
its infection.

CHRISTIAN FENGER AS A PATHOLOGIST.
In an address before the Chicago Pathological

Society1 Dr. E. R. Le Count gave an excellent and
thorough review of the pathologic work of the late
Christian Fenger. It was indeed a happy thought
that guided the author in the preparation of this
address along the lines indicated in its title; for it
was the persistent, laborious study of the fundamental
pathologic conditions that gave to Fenger's work as
a surgeon and as a teacher of surgery its lasting in-
fluence on the development of scientific medicine in this
part of the country.
This is hardly the place to review in detail Fenger's

remarkable work as pathologist and surgeon. Those who
knew him in his lifetime and perchance were fortunate
enough to come under his personal influence will find
that Dr. Le Count's address in every way gives an ade-
quate and sympathetic presentation of his painstaking
methods of work and of the scope of his investigations.
To the younger generation of medical men just entering
on the scene of professional activity the address is recom¬
mended for careful study in order that they may
receive stimulus and inspiration from this noble exampleof untiring work and love of truth that after all were the
chief lessons of Fenger's life, for the master-word in
medicine is "work." "It is directly responsible for all
advances in medicine during the past twenty-five cen¬
turies. Laying hold on it, Hippocrates made observa¬
tion and science the warp and woof of our art. Galen
so read its meaning that fifteen centuries stopped think¬
ing and slept until awakened by the De Fabrica of
Vesalius, which is the very incarnation of the master-
word. With its inspiration Harvey gave an impulse to
a larger circulation than he wot of, an impulse which we
feel to-day. Hunter sounded all its heights and depths,
and stands out in our history as one of the great ex¬
emplars of its virtues. With it Virchow smote the rock,and the waters of progress gushed out; while jn the
hands of Pasteur it proved a very talisman to open to

1. Trans. Chicago Path. Society, 1903, vi, 1-20.
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